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Greetings Class of 1949: 


The Alumni of Tyrrell County Training School wish to extend to you sincere 
greetings and congratulations. You, too, will join the ranks of more than 
one hundred and sixty members of the Alumi who are now competing with others 
in this struggle for recognition and existence. 


You hail from one of the unusually youthful schools of the country, for only 
eighteen years ago there ran, on the same grounds on which you now stand, a 
canal billowing with marine organisms, A gloomy looking place then, but in 
a@ memorable spot that would someday be filled, and on which children would 
play, study, sing and dance with the mirthful happiness of youth. 


In April, 1933, as the sun dipped beyond the western horizon, and the cool 
dew of night began to dampen the earth, the first class marched from the cher- 
ished hallway of the then Columbia Colored High School, to a amall auditorium, 
where played that grand old melody, "God of Our Fathers", There they received 
the cherished trophy which four years of work had won. 


It was an unusual experience not only for the class but the entire county, 
for this day introduced to society, Tyrrell County's contribution to the then 
"Tomorrow's World". There were sixteen members of that graduating class who, 
like letters in a mail box, scattered themselves over different areas of the 
globe to make their contribution to society. 


The school faced a drastic test. Could it survive? 


The firet man to receive a diplom, and also the first atudent in the school's 
history was James H. Steely, a very enthusiastic youth. He was followed by 
fifteen others, The audience applauded as if christening a ship and the Tyrrell 
Boat set sail. 


Helen Spruill, now Mrs. George R. Rowsom, a member of the class of 1933 was 
off to a good start and moved swiftly to North Carolina College for Negroes 
in Durham, North Carolina. Tyrrell County Training School had passed the test 
of survival for this honor student received the coveted distinction of being 
the first Negro in Tyrrell County to receive a Bachelor of Science Degree. 

An instructor in mathematics at Tyrrell County Training School, Mrs. Rowsom 
stands out as a beacon to those who follow after. 


Following is a brief summary of accomplishments of the Alumi: 


Two have attained the coveted honor of principalship. They are Mrs, Pinkie 
Sykes Swain and Johnson E, Spruill, 


THEY ARE PROMINENT BUSINESSMEN — No field offers more advancement for our people 
then business. We are happy to note the results of four of our members. They 
are George Rowsom, Grocer and Mortician, Thomas F, and George H. Griswell, ow- 
ere and operators of Griswell Cafe, and Theotlore Skinner, owner and operator of 
Skinner's Cafe, 


THEY HAVE EXCELLED IN AGRICULTURE — Hilbert Sessoms of the class of 1936 is the 
first to receive a Bachelor of Science Degree in Vocational Agriculture. He is 
now a teacher of Vocational Agriculture in this atate, 


THEY ARE COSMETOLOGISTS — Miss Beulah Fenner and Mrs, Mildred Liverman Clegg 
completed courses at All-Quinn Beauty College and DeShazor Beauty College re— 
spectively, and are now liscensed operators. 


THEY ARE SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES - Joseph Rowsom, Class of 1934, entered the 


U. S. Coast Guard in 1935 and has remained in this branch of service ever since, ~— 


He is a Chief Steward, and has traveled extensively . 
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Elijah T. Spruill, Class of 1938, embarked upon a U, S, Navy career in 1939, 
and is now holding a rating as First Class Steward. 


Aulander Marner, Class of 1943 is a Staff Sergeant in the Regular Army, 


THEY ARE SERVING AS SPECIAL TEACHERS — Returning veterans opened numerous jobs 
on the home front, and Carlie Owens, Class of 1943, was the first to receive 
such a position. He is assistant instructor in Veteran Farmer Training at 
Tyrrell County Training School. Charlie Midgett, Class of 1939, serves as 
assistant instructor in the shop area. 


THEY ARE SPECIALISTS - Winfred Griswell, Class of 1938, is now a dental techni- 
cian. 


THEY ARE SKILLED LABORERS — During the war many of the jobs designated as 
"skilled" were sufficient to prevent immediate draft. Thomas F. Owens holds 
one of these skilled jobs. He is a skilled sawman and at one time was head 
sawman for Tyrrell Lumber Company. 


THEY ARE SECERTARIES - Thelm Owens, Class of 1946, ia the firat student to 
pursue and complete a course in Secretarial Science, She studied and is now 
a secretary in Baltimore, Maryland. 


THEY ARE FARMERS = "Men of the soil" as they are commonly called, brings us 
our largest group of specified alumi. Ontstanding among these are Wallace 
Hill, Class of 1936, and Alaric Hill of the same class. 
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THEY ARE TEACHERS = Helen S. Rowsom, '33, Johnson E. Spruill, '33, Lillian 
Dunbar Hedgebsth, '36, Viola Simpson Coston, '34, Blanche Simpson Bryant, '35, 
Joseph Baum, '35, Pinkie Sykes Swain, '38, Vonbevlah Spruill, '38, Georgia 
Patrick Sweet, '38, Julia Griswell, '39, Eva M. Spruill, '40, Addie Griswell 
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Midgett, '43. 
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THEY ARE ATTENDING COLLEGES OVER THE NATION E 
A, AND T. COLLEGE HAMPTON INSTITUTE ' E 
Greensboro, North Carolina Hampton, Virginia 5 
Albert W. Spruili —————_ Senior Otis T. Clegg — Senior 3 
z Maudie Pearl McAllister — Sophomore Harrell Spruill- Senior | 
‘ Victor Ray Owens —————-_ Sophomore 3| 
i James Salvadore Bush ——— Freshman LIVINGSTONE COLLEGE bj 
E Salisbury, North Carolina 2 
‘ BANHEKER RADIO INSTITUTE Noah White, Jr. ——— Freshman [/ 
bs Durham, North Carolina EH 
iz Noah Swain Senior ST, Augustine college Ei 
Raleigh, North Carolina a 
BARBER COLLEGE Eloulse Bovser——— Freshman | | 
Durham, North Carolina ba 
Leonard Douglass Hill —— UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO i 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 4 
ELIZABETH CITY STATE TEACHERS COLLEGE Wade Hampton Clegg - FY 
Elisabeth City, North Carolina Ei . 
an Vernice Griswell Senior VOORHEES JUNIOR COLLEGE EI 
Ss Wilsonia Swain————___——- Junior Denmark, South Carolina FE 
iG Doris Grisvell. Junior Georgia Lee Williams-Freshman | 
i Elaine Dunbar Sophomore Margaret E, Williams-Freshman — 
Leola Hill Special 


prove outstanding in the chosen professions and skille. WHAT WILL BE YOUR CON = 
TRIBUTION TO THIS SCHOOL'S ADVANCEMENT? 


Albert W. Spruill 


ol 


f 
They are helping to prove that Tyrrell County Training School can survive, and will con- : 
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VIOLA SIMPSON CCOSTON BEATRICE FE. WINSLOW 
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MABLE LIVERMAN 
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The day was foggy and drizzly, the 28th of August, 1944, when 
fifty seven pupils registered at Tyrrell County Training School 
as members of the eighth grade. Coming from different districts, 
and not being acquainted, the first days were spent orientating 
and becoming familiar with the teachers and courses we were to 
take. Everyone was quite happy, but not all followed through. 


When we were promoted to the freshman class our membership had 
dropped to twenty six. There were twenty six members of our 
sophomore class, also. This year seemed to have inspired us to 
work more diligently in the coming years, The membership con—- 
tinuing to drop, twenty four enrolled in the junior class, At 
last the senior year, the year that everyone has anticipated. 
Here we find seventeen pupils looking forward to graduation. 


We have already seen that graduating from high school is not e- 
nough, Therefore, we have planned to continue our education in 
various colleges and trade schools. We have much to accomplish 
for the way of life is complicated, and the road to success is 

difficult. 


— Vera Griswell - '49 
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WILLIAM RICKARD 
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Junior fc q : 
: 
. WHO'S WHO IN THE JUNIOR CLASS | 
ie Who's the tallest? Herbert Brickhouse | 
Ss Who's the shortest? Mary Hill | 
‘ Who's the noisiest? Albert Bowser | 
p Who's the quietest? Georgiana Bowser ; 
ie Who's the youngest? Gertrude Hill 5 
E Who's the oldest? Marie Collins : 
s Who's the smartest? Walter Brown FE 
ie Who's the most popular? Roscoe Selby | 
ig Who's the sheik? Louis Gibbs 5 
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‘ One morning in early September of 1945, fifty six strange, but enthus- 5 
s iastic faces appeared for their first year at Tyrrell County Training 2 
School. We had finished our task of orientation and become affiliated 4 
; with greater responsibilities. zm 
p Freshmen = We assumed our duties and focused our aims on greater achieve— | 
i ments. A few deviated, but the remaining ones determined that, "Together > 
k we stand, divided we fall". 4 
is Sophomores = With wider experiences and greater determinations we were H 
able to go forward. To cultivate our dramatic abilities, we came be- x 
2 fore the public as often as possible, presenting plays and working in | 
: other class activities. 
; Juniors — With steady ascension we are realizing what is at the top. The | 
: enthusiasm and perseverance that we have had thus far cannot mean that y 
; graduation from Tyrrell County Training School is our goal, but far be z 
: yond. ‘ 
4 ie 
iz — Roscoe Selby, Class '50 
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A group of thirty seven walked out of the student body meet- 
ing in September#»1946. With James E. Hill as our president, 
and Mrs. H. S. Rowsom as our advisor, we began constructing 
our road to success. At the end of the first semester, we 
were well on our way. 


As freshmen, a group of twenty eight, and with a newly elect- 
ed president, Martha Hill, under the supervision of Mrs. J. 
F, Owens we sought higher levels of accomplishments. We at 
once succeeded in filling the positions opened to us. We be= 
came dominant forces in organizations as the New Farmers of 
America, New Homemakers of America, Dramatic, Science and 
Varsity Clubs. 


A group of eighteen began our second year as wise and compe- 
tent sophomores, under the leadership of Mrs. Owens, With 

our new President, Elizabeth Hill, we continued to excel in 
dramatics, basketball and other activities. We held the fol- 
lowing official positions: Martha Hill, Vice President of the 
New Homemakers of America, Elizabeth Hill, President of the 
Dramatic Club. The semester is nearing the end, and as we 
look into the future - we see ourselves as progressive Juniors. 


— Elizabeth Hill '51 
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FIFTH GRADE 
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SECOND GRADE 
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EIGHTH GRADE 


SUNSHINE £ 


Dip your pen in sunshine, 
Black clouds will roll away. 
Live well in the present; 
Gone is yesterday. 


Dip your pen in sunshine, ¢ ‘O) 

Bid disappointments go. 

With gratitude and kindness, 4 

Let your good words flow. AW I20) 
— by Rhemis Holmes | 


me val 


Blow wind of God and set us free 
From hate and want of charity. 
Remove the imprudence of our pride, 
And drive us to our brother's side, 


I see a step before me, as I tread on another year, 
But the past is still in God's keeping; 
And the future His mercy shall clear, 
The things that look dark at a distance, 
May brighten as you draw near, 
— by Dora Respass 


CLASS OFFICERS 


President Casper Cooper 
Secretary Dora Respasa 
Treasurer Emma Jean Swain 
Teacher Mrs, H. S, Rowsom 
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3 With vacation days gone, paper, pencils and books brought to light, a group 
of gallant, robust, and jovial children greeted the classroom of the 6th and 7th 


iS grades. 
f- After adjustment was mde, there was no better way to stimlate interest in 
i our class, than through the organization of a club. 


is The club was organized in October of 1948 with thirty two (32) members of 
g both the 6th and 7th grades. Later in the month sixteen (16) new students came in 
EE our class. They were recognized and accepted by the club members. 
= The name of our club is the I. G. M, Club, meaning Improving Good Manners. 
F The following officers were elected, President Russel Bryant, Vice President i 
ke Tredwell Jackson, Secretary ,Violet Alexander, Assistant Secretary , Mary Alice 
i Meoléas|and Advisor-Mcs. BE) Winslow 
Club objectives are: 
1. To practice self control at all times. 
2. To accept graciously criticisms, disappointments, and even defeat. 
E- 3. To learn rules of etiquette and put them into practice. 
4. To learn and use parliamentary rules. 
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CLASS OFFICERS 


President ....ccccccccecccsccccccecevececsesese Nathaniel Marner 
Wice-President <ccccccceossscascercsvcccesesceces Thomas Skinner 
Secretary! is vivjaraicisin!slale-elclsiaidiaislela’aminienic a coeicinaelieisiernina UOvCeCHIay 
Assistant Secretary .....sssssccccesseseesses LEC Ethel Keelings 
EMGAGE CTH ca: aivinisiviale'eideieisin aelsivialcietcieraicinrstateteiateteeraatnrara Patsy Slinner 


HONORS 


GROOMED 2 0cscccecwccccccssceccescecccccccucrsceeseee LES ETHEL KEELINGS 
READER os sinjvie\eieie 'a'\ele,siv'aieiee alec cielaieviviccieieceisisiaicie ee eeees SHIRLEY OWENS 
WIR UEPR yo: eva'alanle)s.n}nlvivlelaierciatiiwiulcala's'atd orsiaa/o/sioiamiennicttin | iclae eioeieiniase COV CEMA DIN: 
CONDUCT «ss svecccccecccscccscccccsesse CAROLYN SPENCER — ROSLYN HOLLOW AY 
PROMPT wieieiaicle.aisicicinao:viela elaine cssiveaccaciesvaveisevceseeavescisee MIRTLE MOORE 
TRUSTWORTHY sccccccccccseccessccccccccssesssssseseeeees ROSLYN HOLLOWAY 
COOPERATIVE secccccersccececvesveqecscccescssecveses LEN ETHEL KEXLINGS 

Soe e ee rerececccreresecceccssssecesccesecesevese ALMRED BUSH 
INTELLIGENT eo scccccccccccescccsccccescssecessccesses WEINFRED WEATHERLY 
POPULAR ceccccccccccces . LEE ETHEL KEELINGS 
STUDIOUS ....ce.0. . LEE ETHEL KEELINGS & WINFRED WEATHERLY 
DRAMATIC. cccscccccccce SHIRLEY OWENS, CLARENCE OWENS & NATHANIEL MARNER 


HONOR ROLL FOR THE YEAR 
RHRHH 

LEE ETHEL KEELINGS 
JOYCE HILL 
LEROY COLLINS 

NATHANIEL MARNER 
PATSY SKINNER 

WINFRED WEATHERLY 


HARE 
OUR MOTTO 
"Do what you can with What you have," 
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School Time 


Mr. Keiser and teachers, too, 
I am very fond of you. 

You do every thing fine, 

And never waste a lot of time. 


You make the school and play the part, 
You give the students courage to start, 
And if we do what you say, and do it well 
No matter where we go success will dwell. 


I am going to school and I have made a start. 
I will obey the laws and play the part; 
I am trying to make haste and finish school, 


And help others to learn the rules, 
-by Willie L.Basnight 
* 


In Columbia 


The people of Columbia are very sweet and clean; 

Not even with a microscope can any dirt be seen. 

The kitchens of the houses are very neat and bright; 

With pots and pans polished, and plates of blue and white. 
The housewives get up early and sometimes sit up late; 
And spot everything, for dirt is what they hate. 


-by Rosie Mann 


Cooperation 


Friends and schoolmates, too 

I am giving this advice to all of you, 

In order to keep our school going straight; 
Everybody mist cooperate, 


It is not our clothes by which we rate, 
It's just those who cooperate. 
So let us take these things in, 
And solve our problems, and try to win. 


- by Mint Basnight 
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The Master Mind 


You've pondered the speeches of great men, 
Their secrets you sought to find; 

But when you came to realize, 

It was the power of their mster mind. 


You may desire to become a psychiatrist, 
Or a man like Einstien; 

To acquire the skill in any field, 

You must have a master mind. 


George Washington Carver was a scientist 
Surpassed by none of his kind: 

He made the things we comnonly use, 
With the skill of his master mind. 


Just read the story of Helen Keller, 
The girl deaf, dumb and blind: 

She overcame her handicaps, 

But it was due to her master’ mind. 


You can be just what you desire to be, 
Provided death doesn't bind. 

Just nourish faith, confirm your hope, 
And become a master mind, 


—Roscoe Selby '50 
Our Cow 


We have a big red cow, 

Her name is Butter Ball. 
She gives us milk and cream, 
A plenty for us all. 


I like the cream she gives, 
Because it helps me grow. 
Every time I drink a glass, 
I always ask for more, 


The milk she gives is very good, 
It's as sweet as it can be. 

I am glad that we have Butter Ball, 
To give good milk for me. 


—Arden McKeathen 
5th Grade 


Home Economica 


Home Economics is the most wonderful course 
That ever could be had. 

But when it comes to sewing, 

Sometimes I get so mad. 


I like very mch to make a dren, 
Until I get down to the sleeve; 
When it comes to putting it in, 
Boy, do I really get peeved. 


I guess I shouldn't get impatient, 

Knowing the help that it brings. 

Life is more inexpensive, 

When you have learned to make your own things. 


—Vera Griswell '49 
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THE DANGER OF A COLD 


A cold is caused by germs unkmow, but a str. heal body can fight it 
better than a weak one, : me ig . 


The worst thing about a cold is, it may so weaken the body that it cannot 
fight the germs of other diseases which are more serious than a cold. A 


cold that lingers a long time may be followed by pneumonia, tuberculosis, 
or some other serious illness, 


To take care of a cold, one should drink plenty of milk, water, and fruit 


juices. Resting in bed, and drinking liquids are the two best remedies 
for a cold. 


— Kay F. Hardy, 5th Grade 


HOW TO HAVE A STRONG BODY 


How may we have the kind of body that is able to overcome germs? First, 
we must eat the right kinds of food every day. 
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We have learned that milk, vegetables, fruit, eggs, and cod liver oil 

are called protective foods, They were given this name because they help 
protect the body against certain illnesses. People who eat these foods 24 
every day are less likely to catch colds than those who do not. | 


To have a strong body, we should get plenty of rest. Sleep at least ten 
hours every night, with a window opened top and bottom. A window opened 
in this way keeps the air of the room always in motion. 


— Inez Holloway, 5th Grade 


HOW TO TAKE CARE OF YOUR TEETH FE 
' 


Always brush your teeth in the way they grow, downward from the gums on 
the upper Jaw, and upward from the gums on the lower jaw. This helps to 
keep your testh safe from decay. You should brush your teeth at least 
twice a day, in the morning and before going to bed at night. 


PNSPADINUABIADIASEN 


Sometimes a hard black or green material forma on the teeth, This mater= 
ial is called tartar, and it cannot be brushed off easily. This is a good 
reason why it is important to visit your dentist, at least, twice a year. 


2) — Nettie Hill, 4th Grade 


WHAT A GOOD CITIZEN WILL DO 


A good citizen nelps to make his town a pleasant place in which to live, 
He does not want people to put trash in the street, nor do anything that 
would make it look untidy, He improves his own surroundings and expects 
the same of other citizens. 


A good citizen does his best to make his town safe, He does not drop on 
the sidewalks fruit skins, or leave other things to cause injuries to fel- 
low citizens, 


A good citizen shows interest in his school by safeguarding it for the gen— 
eral welfare of the children, He wants the school to be beautiful and helps 
to make it so, 


| 
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— Ethel A. Clegg, 4th Grade 
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BOYS' BASKETBALL 
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STUDENT COUNCIL 
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New Farmers of America 


The New Farmers of America is a national organization of Negro farm boys study- 
ing vocational agriculture in the public schools thronghout the United States. 
It was organized in Virginia, in May, 1927, with a few chapters and members. 
Since that time it has grown so that now it mmbers some 950 chapters and 20,000 
active members, The New Farmers of America is a non-profit corporation, which 
has as its purpose the development of its members in their vocational, social 
and recreational life through established local chapters where vocational agri- 
culture is taught. 


This organization affords its members an excellent opportunity to develop a 
type of leadership which is very essential for the modern successful farmer, 
This leadership ability is developed through judging, public speaking, chapter 
contests and from the training received through the work of chapter committees 
under the supervision of the local advisor. These activities develop boys into 
capable rural leaders and are designed to supplement training opportunities for 
boys who are progressing toward the goal of establishing a farming business. 


The New Farmers of America was established at Tyrrell County Training School 
in 1933, under the supervision of Mr, T. H. Holland who now has his Ph.D. de- 
gree from the University of Minnesota, He was followed by Mr. 0. E. Evans, 
now County Agent of Craven County. Next on the scene was Mr. G. K. McKeathen 
who has been teaching here continously since that time, 


Under Mr. McKeathen's administration two boys have completed courses in vocation— 
al agriculture and are now teaching in various sections of the state. They are 
Hilbert Sessoms and Albert Spruill. Victor Ray Owens is now a student at A. 

and T. College, Greensboro, North Carolina. Ten former N, F, A, members are 

now prominent farmers in Tyrrell County. They are: Alaric Hill, Jr., Thomas 

F. Griswell, Roscoe Liverman, Wade Bryant, Ersel Rowsom, Leonard Mizell, Wilbert 
Fenner, Calvin Melton, Cassale Horton and Clinton Spencer. 
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' Yvonne Griswel). 

Christine Brown 

Myrtle Owens 
Assistant Secretary ———— Elizabeth Gibbs 
Treasurer ———————_—______________ Janie Sykes 
Reporter ——————______-_______--___-__ Lon Pearl Selby 
Parliamentarian —————————__-_____ Anite Hill 
Historian ————__________________ em Jean Swain 
Song Leader ——————————____—____________ Vireia Basnight 
Sergeant at Arms ——-—————_——______-______________ Shirley Skinner 
Advisor ————---____________-----___ iss EL OM, Trollinger 


MOTTO 
"Better homes for a better nation". 
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SCIENCE CLUB 
OFFICERS 


BANA 


President Walter Brown 
Vice President Roscoe Selby 
Secretary Elizabeth Hill 
Assistant Secretary Leanna Sykes 
Treasurer James Liverman 
Faculty Advisor-——-——-—-—--—_—-. Mrs. H. S, Rowsom 


MOTTO 
members of the S.0.S. believe in working and doing our best", 


The S.0.S. (Students of Science) Club, which is af- 
filiated with the Science Clubs of America, is an 
active organization in our school. Our aim is to 
increase scientific thinking and to understand the 
importance of science in everyday living. 
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CHORAL CLUB 


NEW HOMEMAKERS OF AMERICA 
SENIOR CLUB 
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Your Dealer Has It! 
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This book was 
digitally donated to the 
Tyrrell County Public Library 
by 
Nettie Hill Moore Dyer 
February 14, 2022 


